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», Whence his Usconflancy proceeds. 
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THE ei 
REHEARSAL .. 
1, Mr. Hoadly Contradiéts himfelf. And denies Liderty of Confcience to the Dif- 


“He Pleads for Liberty of Confcience to the Diffenters. 


He Charges our Errors upon God, to Excufe the Diffenters. 


‘ 


vate is in fuch Cafes. 


The Pretence of Confcience often a Blind. And what the Duty of the Muagi- 


$, He ats at his Peril, as do’s the Separarift. 
1, How we are to Behave, in Cafe we Doubt, 
$, The Objections of the Separasits at Belt but a Doubr. 


9. Of Indifferent things. 


yo, The Confcience of the Magiftrate tobe Confider’d as wellas of the Separati/t 
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(1,) Countryeman. Ethinks, A4affer, 
That Mr. Hoadly 
“ do’s Contradié 


himfelf, and has Thrown down the whole 
Pail thac he had AG/kd fo full. For the 
Drift of his Sermon was, as you have 
hhew’d me, in Praife of that Atoderation 
which Ailows Liberty of Confcience to the 
Difenters. In which he makes but one 
Exceptions that of Danger to the State. 
And by what you Quoted out of him 
fat time, he do’s totally Exclude the Di/- 
foners from all Pretence to Liberty of Con- 
fice, reprefenting their Separation fo Ex- 
cedingly Dangerous to the Srate, as he 
bis very Lively done. 


(2.) Rebearfal. When Men Argue not 
from any Fixe Principle, to which they Ad- 
here in good Earneft, but to ferve a Party 
ota Turn, they Veer about amd Change 
like a Weather-Cock with every Wind. Be- 
fides there is fomething in Every Error 
which is Inconfiftent with it felf, therefore 
it Cannot go upon all four, bue Trips 
Whenever it is Preis’d. 


(3.) Thefe fad Fffetts (fays Mr. Hoadly 
of Separation) that Confidering the Wicked- 
wifi, and Corruption and Interefts of the World, 
wi be the Neceffary Confeguences of thefe 
Unmneceffary, Divifions——Then he Exhorts 
the Lifieattrs to Confider of this. But at 
lat puts the Cafe to the Utmoft, That 
they Cannot Satisfy their Con/cience, then 
he Rules the Cate thus, at the end of p. 
y and beginning of p. 10. and fays of 

a Man, 


“ °Tis as much his Duty to Separate, 
as it is to be an Honeft and fincere 
*¢ Map, as it is not to aét againit his 
“ Conftience. And “twill be hard to 
“* prove that he Sins in it, except he can 
** prove that God has laid a Man Under 
“© a Neceflity of Sinning on one fide or 
“* the other, after he has done all that he 
“can to Avoid it. 

Thus Mr. Hoadly, Now let me fee, Coun- 
try-man, what you have to fay to this. 


“ 


(4-) Country-m. You have Inftruéed me 
before Aum. 171. 172. Cofcerning the 
Cafe of an Frring Confcience. And 1 may 
fay, That it is moft Commonly the Fault 
of a Man himfelf. When Pride, and ZJnte- 
reff, and Rejentysent, and feveral other Paf- 
(ozs, do Blind his Judgment. If a Man 
woud Hear patiently, and Judge Imparti- 
ally, there wou’d be little Difference of 
Moment among Us. But what is our own 
Fault, Mr. Hoadly makes God’s Fault. He 
has a Strange Faculty of Charging every 
thing upon God. As you Quoted him be- 
fore, That either God did xot Defign to give 
Us a Clear Revelation, or elfe that He cowd 
not fo Exprefs Himfelf as to Accomplifh what 
He defign’d. So here, That God has laid 
man Under a Neceffity of Sinning, But 
what man can Clear himfelf from having 
Neglected fomthing that was in his Power 
towards his Information? And to be Per- 
feétly Free from all thofePaffions and Inte- 
reff which Biafs his Judgment? 


(5.) But then again, There are many 





who Pretend Confcience, where there is 
fome 





































ome other Defga at the Bottom, And 
we Cannot Diftinguifh chefe. And great 
Mifchiefs have been done by thefe Preten- 
ders to Confcience. 

Now Mr. Hoadly fays in this fame p- 9. 
(Quoted in your Laft) That i€ is not 
enough for a Man to Plead Confcience tor 
itis Separation, but that iz muft be on good 
Grounds too, Elfe that it is a great Sim. 
1 woud ask him then, who is Fudge of 
the Grounds that are Pretended, whether 
they are Good or not? If he fays the Man 
is Judge as to Himfelf. 1 wou’d ask him 
again, Whether the A4agifirate is not like- 
wife Judge as to Himfelf? And if. the 
Magiftrate thinks the Grounds are not Good, 
and not Equivalent to the Great ~A1ifchiefs 
of Separation, not only to the Sonls of Men, 
but of moft Dangerous Confequences to 
the State, whether he may not think that 
he who beareth not the Sword of God in 
Vain, is oblig’d to Controul this Plea of 
Confcience, for Example to cthers, and the 
Prefervation of the Publick Peacé? For we 
cannot Deny Jiverty of Confcience to Kings 
and States, while we Affert it as the Right 
of every Msn. And who wou’d Delire 
that the King or Government under which 
he liv’d fhou’d have no Confcience? But if 
they have Confcience, then whether’ fhou’d 
their Coufcience or that of a Separatift take 
Place? For if they Interfere, one muft give 
Place to the other. Let Mr. Hoadly watie 
this Knot, and he fhall know more of my 
Mind. 


(6.) Rebearf. He will fay, That the Man 
Sins who Seperats, and not upon good Grounds : 
And the <Adagiftrae if he miftakes thofe 
Grounds, and feeks to Reftrain them, if 
they are Good, 

Country-m. Then each do’s it at his Peril, 
for God is Fudge. But there is this Dif- 
ference, that God has made the Magiffrate 
Judge over the Seperatif# in this World, 
but not the Separatift over the Aagiftrate. 


(7.). Rebearf; But what if you Doxbe whe- 
ther the Grovnds of the Seperatift are Good 
or not? What is your Duty to do in 
this Cafe? 


Conatry im. Not to Seperate with him.. 


Becaufe a Doubtful Duty muft not take 
Place againft a Certain Duty. And it is 
a Certain Duty to obey the Afagiffrate in 
all Lawfull things. Therefore if I only 
Doubt whether the thing be Lawful, . the 
Authority of the Adagiftrare muft over-Rule ; 
becaufe Ged has Certainly commanded me 
to be Subjeé to the Higher Powers. 


(3.) But Tl tell you, Adsffer, I think 
it impoflible tor any to believe that thofe 
Objections, which-our Seperatifis make a- 


gainft their Conforming to the Church, do | 
Amount to any more than a Dowbt at the; 


{ think them all Trifing and pon 
But there may be Wesk Minds whideaee 
Doubt about them. And to thefe | My 
given a Certain Rule. have" 
Rebearf. But Mr. Hoadly fays va 
if a Man cannot bring bis re Bs Tha 
vis bef? Care, to believe thole. things ib 
or Neceffary which are Requirrd ul 
as much bis Duty to Seperate as 
t 

Honeft Man, &c. as before Quoted. ta 


(9.) Country-m. Here Mr. Hoady 3 
words together very Improperly, fo 
Lawfull and Neceffary. For all "indir 
things are Lamfull, but they are poe Nec 
fary. If they were Neceffary, they wou’ 
not be Indifferent... And all one Difpur 
with the Diffenters is, as themfelves Plead 
about Indifferent things. Which they tak 
to be Unlanfull meerly becaufe they are 
Commanded. Which is the Very: Spirit of 
Perverfene/s, For the Power of the Mugis 
ftrate Extends only to Indifferent things 
He cannot make Good, Evil; ‘por Ful 
Good. And if he Cannot Command in h. 
different things, thén no Governor, no Father 
no. Mafter has any Authority at all, Aud 
herein I think there is no Donbe. And 
that the Scruples of any herein can Amongt 
co no more than a Dowbr at the Beha 
I have taid. 


(10.) And if the A/agiftrate thinks him. 
felf oblig’d in Conjcience to Reftrain fach 
Groundleis Scruples, for the Prefervation of 
the Publick Peace; and if he Sins hereit, 
then, according to Mr. Hoadly, he Sins 
both ways. ‘Inmis is the Knot I wou’d have 
him Untie. And let him Coniider the Com 
Jeience of the Aagiffr ate, as well as th 
Confcience of the Separatij?. For fare he it 
not Parteal ! 


ADVERTISEMENTS: 


ha Deifts Manual: ora Rational Enquiry into 
the Chriftiaa Religion. wich fome Conildtra 
tions on. Mr. Hobbs, Spinola, the Oxaclés of Realol, 
Second Thougscs, Gc. by C. Gildon, Gent. Publithet 
of the Oracles of Reafon. To which is prefixda 
Letter from the Authur of the Method witlr the Déifts. 
T. Paul no mover ot Sedition, or a Brief Vihdicat 

on of that Apoftle, from che Falfe-and Difingenuob 
bapotition of sir. Hoadly, ina Sermon preach, before 
the Lord Mayor on Rom. Xiii. V. 1. i cha 
& tex Prefent State of the Court of Rome: Or the 
Lives of the Pregent Pope Clement XI. -and Of 

the prefent College of Cardinals. Written Original 
ly in Italian, by a Gentleman belonging to the Court 
of Rome, and newly Tranflated into Englifh from th 
Italian Manu(cript, never as yet made Vublick, Wit 


Ja Preface by the Publifher, containing fome few Re 


marks on the Rife and’ Nattire of the College of Cat- 
dinals,"on the Maxims of their Government, anda 
fhort Account ef the prefent Pope’s Elevation to the 
Papacy, and of the moft remarkable Occurrences im 
his Pontificate. 

The Reafonablenefs of a{Toleration, enquir’d into, 
purely on Church Principles, in feveral Letters. 


Two Sticks made One, Or, The Devil 





Beft. Tho’ they are no Doxbe to me, for | upon Dun. 
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